
The Dhamma warrior

In modern societies the values of self expression and individual freedom become contrasted with 
those of traditional, conformist communities. Organised mainstream religion can be seen as the 
epitome of such old-fashioned oppressive culture. I am not sure about the other religions but in 
terms of Buddhism I would say that sometimes appearances are deceptive. The Dhamma warrior is 
the ultimate peaceful revolutionary. Never mind the Dhamma punks, even a lot of the mainstream 
places can provide shelter for those seeking to realise and express their Dhamma, there is no more 
potent form of self-expression than this. Also to find freedom from suffering, there is no more 
radical, blissful form of freedom than that. What is more for all this with being contained within 
moral boundaries is that we can have the freedom to pursue our goals in a situation where we are 
protected from the greed or hatred of others to some extent, and have the freedom from the trouble 
we would otherwise be creating for ourselves by acting out our own greed or hatred.

And what use was all that greed, anyway? If we admit that richer societies are no happier than some
of the more enlightened poorer ones –  it's quite the opposite – then the great materialist dream 
begins to fall apart. We just have to admit that rich societies are merely carried away with greed or 
the hatred of jealousy or frustration.

I offer this for your reflection.
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